El Verano Notes

February 14, 2007


Upcoming El Verano School Events
· Mon. 2/18 ~ No School ~ Holiday 

· Fri. 2/22 ~ ELAC 6:30

· Wed. Feb 27 ~ School Site Council 3:30

· Tues. March 11 ~ Mary’s Fund Raiser for Outdoor Education

· March 10- 14 ~ K-5 Observation Week

· March 17, 18, 19 ~ 4th and 5th grade Outdoor Education 

· Mon. Apr 7 – El Verano Golf Tournament

Please check out our web site at www.elveranoschool.org !!!

Happy Valentine’s Day El Verano!!!! [image: image1.wmf]
Dear Families,

As part of our No Child Left Behind Status, we must focus on something called “Essential Program Components” (EPCs).  These components are the “things” we do to help children become proficient learners.  We are focusing on 5 different EPCs for the 2007-2008 school year.  The final EPC is: The school’s general and categorical funds are used appropriately to support the Reading/Language Arts and Mathematics goals in the school plan.
This is where our School Site Council plays an active role in reviewing and approving our Categorical Action Plan.  This plan was just approved at our meeting in November and a copy is in the office if any parents are interested in reviewing any components of the plan.  As a site we spend a great deal of time working on our budget so that we do prioritize what is most important to our school.  There are a number of priorities, but literacy is always number one and that is reflected in our actions and how we spend our money.  Information regarding our programs are shared at both PTO and ELAC meetings, if you are interested.  Thank you, Maite Iturri
If you move to a new address…

     Please notify us immediately so that we can update our records. We ask that you provide two proofs of address per our current registration guidelines. These guidelines are available from our office.

     While our district policy is to have students attend school in their attendance area, your child may stay at our school through the end of the current school year if you can provide transportation to and from your home for your child. 

     If you would like your child to continue to attend our school in the next school year, you will need to complete an Intradistrict Transfer Request. There is no guarantee, however, that the request will be granted as new students may enroll who are moving into our school attendance area. Although that is the case, top priority among the transfer requests is given to students who previously attended the school which they are requesting. 

     Intradistrict Transfer Requests are currently available at any elementary and middle school site and at the District Office. They must be submitted to the District Office.
     If you find out that you are moving, please notify us as soon as possible and we'll assist you in obtaining a late Intradistrict Transfer Request. 

Help with Spelling!

     Suppose your child asked you if he or she spelled "post ofiss" correctly. You could simply say, "No," then give the correct spelling and go on with what you were doing. A more helpful response, however, would be to deal with your child as a learner, not as someone merely looking for a quick answer.  Here are a few ways to send your child that message -- and to help your child grow as a student and confident speller.

   
  Children rarely need help with every letter in a word. So when your child asks how to spell a word, find out what part is unknown; it may be only one or two letters. Confirm what your child knows, then help with what he or she doesn't know. In our example, you might say, "You spelled 'post' correctly and 'office' sounds the way you wrote it -- but it looks different." You might then show your child the words "off" and "of" as a clue to the "ff" in "office." And you might explore familiar words that have an "ss" sound -- such as "face" -- as another clue to the correct spelling.

Give Encouragement by Keeping a Record of Progress. Save your child's old writings. Every once in a while look over the collection together to see the improved achievement.

Pay Attention to Meaning. When you first look at a paper your child has written, ignore the spelling errors. Remember, the purpose of writing is to send a message. Only after you discuss the meaning of the writing should you comment on the spelling.

Play Games Together. Playing games like Scrabble, Boggle, Upwords and Spill and Spell can help your child sharpen his or her spelling skills. Keep the playing fun; try not to turn the games into spelling lessons.

Encourage Risk-Taking. If every spelling mistake gives a reason to be critical, your child will learn to play it safe by using only the simplest (and dullest) words. But if you praise your child for using interesting words -- even when spelled incorrectly -- you help your child develop into a better writer as well as a better speller! 
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ELAC Meeting

Our next ELAC meeting is Friday, February 22, 
Ana Byerly will present information on parent rights and responsibilities. Please join us at 6:30 PM. Thank you!
Spelling Bee Results
Jacob Buck, Phoebe Johnson, Edwin Reyes, Ana Christensen, Christian Ballard, Austin Wygant, Jen Magallan, and Alex Cabrera all participated in the spelling bee. Christian Ballard and Ana Christensen came in first and second place and will represent EV in the county bee.
Donations Please 
We need band-aides, tissue and ice packs for our school health office. If you can help please drop your donation off in the office. Thanks very much!![image: image3.wmf]
